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claimed, and of him as his  Apostle, and he was   attended
on his last pilgrimage by 114,000 persons.    I will close this
brief narrative of events, apparently insignificant, but fraught
with the most important results, not only in this world but in
the next, with his only personal invasion of the empire, which
.would not deserve to detain us, had it not been followed, so soon
after his death, by theconquest, both of Syria, and of Egypt. He
professed to anticipate the hostile preparations of the emperor^
and declared war, without attempting to disguise the hardships
and dangers of the expedition.   The Moslems were discouraged:
they alleged the want of money, horses, and provisions, the
season of harvest, and the intolerable heat of summer.    " Hell
is much hotter," said the indignant prophet    He disdained to
compel their service, but oil his return he punished the most
guilty by an excommunication of fifty days. The desertion of many
enhanced the merits of Abubekr, Othman, and the other faithful
companions, who exhausted their property in procuring the
necessary supplies, and again he displayed his banner at the head
of 10,000 horse and 20,000 foot   Painful was the distress of the
march : lassitude and thirst were aggravated by the scorching
and pestilential wind, and ten men were obliged to ride by
turns upon one camel.    In the mid-way, ten days' journey
from Medina and Damascus, they reposed near the grove and
fountain of Tabuc, and Mohammed declined proceeding further,
declaring himself satisfied with the emperor's pacific intentions.
Having laid the foundation of his empire, he was soon called
upon to leave'the enjoyment and extension of it to others.    His
last act was the sending out an expedition to avenge the death
of his favourite Zaid, and he placed it under the command of
. his son.   Two days after he had an attack of fever, which
brought on delirium.    During one of its fits in the night he
awoke a slave, saying, that he had been commanded to pray
for those who were buried in the great cemetery.    On the spot
he told the dead that their condition was better than that of the
living, for' storms were approaching ;  and, turning to his atten-
dant, he added, " I have the option of remaining in this world,
with its treasures opened to me, as long as it lasts, or of going